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CBA WELCOMES RECOGNITION OF HGV DRIVER SHORTAGES 
 

The Chemical Business Association (CBA) has welcomed aspects of the Government’s actions 

announced today to mitigate the chronic shortage of HGV drivers in the UK. 

 

In an open letter to the logistics sector, the Secretaries of State for Transport, Work and Pensions, and 

the Environment announced a package of initiatives, including: 
 

• Measures to speed-up the qualification and examination process for HGV drivers and achieve a 

target of 2,000 successful passes each week; 

• A new Large Goods Vehicle Driver apprenticeship standard starting in August 2021 with increased 

funding of £7,000 per apprentice.  This will also attract the existing £3,000 apprentice grant that is 

available from 1 April 2021 to 30 September 2021;  

• A further new apprenticeship, the Urban Driver, is currently being developed and a DWP driver 

training pilot is also underway; 

• A programme of work on lorry parking and improving daytime/overnight facilities for drivers. 

 

Tim Doggett, CBA’s Chief Executive, said, “We welcome many of these measures as a clear 

acknowledgement of the driver shortage issue and the need for urgent action.  Many CBA members 

are reporting ongoing and increasing delays delivering essential chemicals to key sectors of the 

economy, such as water treatment.  We welcome the Government’s intention to continue working with 

the industry and we need to use today’s announcement as a springboard to develop more long-term 

solutions to driver shortages that are disrupting the UK supply chain. However, more still needs to be 

done to solve the current issues” 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

(1) Over recent weeks, CBA has written to the Secretaries of State for Business and Transport 
highlighting the driver shortage issue.  Sample letter to Rt Hon Grant Shapps, Secretary of State for 
Transport attached.  
 

(2) CBA represents the independent chemical supply chain.  Its membership includes distributors, 
traders, warehouse operators, along with logistics and transport companies.  CBA’s members, the 
majority of which are SMEs, are the main industry interface with thousands of UK downstream 
chemical users.   

 
(3) CBA’s distributor member companies have an annual turnover of £2.75 billion and employ more 

than 8,700 people distributing, packing, and blending key chemical components and services to 
virtually every sector of the UK economy.   CBA’s logistics member companies handle more than 
four million tonnes of chemicals evefry year.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


